Early postoperative management following lung transplantation.
The early (first 2 weeks) postoperative care of the lung transplant patient involves the management of immediate hemodynamic instability generated in some cases by cardiopulmonary bypass and in others by increases in thoracic pressure as a result of poor graft function and pulmonary noncompliance. Subsequently, emphasis is placed on the differential diagnosis and management of hypoxemia that may appear after the third day. The latter involves an appreciation of fluid balance as it relates to renal function and the knowledge and appreciation of immunosuppression.